+ Grace —+

ANGLICAN CHURCH JOONDALUP

“All guests who present themselves are to be welcomed as Christ”

The Easter Triduum

Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, Easter Day
20-23 March 2008

So it comes about that it is only on the cross

that Jesus can finally reveal and completely embody God’s decisive act.
It is Christ crucified who alone is the power and the wisdom of God.
For it is in the ultimate self-surrender, the ultimate self-giving,

the final sacrifice of all the other sacrifices that make up his life,

that Jesus is fully united with the Father,

and can say, “l and the Father are one...

the Father is in me, and | am in the Father.”

In Jesus, and in Jesus alone, there is nothing of self left to be seen

— o ego, no self-centredness or selfishness at all.

He discovers his true identity in losing himself,

by letting himself go, by giving himself away in love.

All we see when we look to him

is the ultimate, unconditional love of God.

And this sheer transparency comes about

not as he strips himself of the supposed attributes of divinity

— his omnipotence, his omniscience, of all that makes him superhuman.
Rather, it is achieved as he strips himself of himself,

of the usual human desire to focus attention on himself,

of all our normal craving to be something.

It is precisely in making himself nothing at all,

as he gives himself away to others without remainder,

refusing to count the cost,

that he discloses and lays bare

the fact that we are all simply the self-expression of Love

— “love divine, all loves excelling.”

It is precisely in making himself nothing at all that he becomes truly human,
the true sacrament of God’s presence and encounter with us.




Second Sunday of Easter
30 March 2008

Third Sunday of Easter

6 April 2008
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Fourth Sunday of Easter
13 April 2008

As Christians, we believe that all people have been made in the image of God. We believe that
God loves each and every person with an infinite, never-ending, unconditional love.

As members of the body of Christ, we acknowledge each person's unique and valuable
contribution as we seek together to build up that body in love. As members of the Anglican
Communion, we celebrate the gift of our diversity and are committed to being a broad Church
that accepts and welcomes difference.

We acknowledge our need of God's forgiveness for the sins and failings which harm our shared
witness in the world.

We believe our unity is rooted in our baptism in Christ, and we will seek to maintain that unity
through the grace of the Holy Spirit who lives and works in each one of us.
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Fifth Sunday of Easter

20 April 2008
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Sixth Sunday of Easter

27 April 2008
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